

[image: ]







Frequently Asked Questions

When will United WE CAN be held? 
· You can start collecting donations of food anytime. 
· Sculptures can be built any time before March 4th.  
· From March 4- 15 you can view sculptures online.

What is United WE CAN?
This is United Way of Yellowstone County’s, first United WE CAN food sculpture contest and food drive. This is a CANstructive way for our neighbors to give back to the community.  Teams from around the community will create sculptures made from donated non-perishable foods (and other basic items)! After the event, the UWYC will distribute the collected items to help stock the shelves at food pantries and agencies. 

How many teams are available to participate?
· As many teams that want to participate.

Timeline of Events:
· Entry submission deadline March 1, 2024.
· Collect food and basic needs by March 3, 2024.
· [bookmark: _Int_Vlmp3Nh5]Build your structure by March 3, 2024 at your location.
· From March 4- 15 you can view sculptures online.
· The sculpture that receives the most votes will win Community’s Choice Award.  Community’s Choice award will get a trophy and bragging rights for the year.
· Winners will be announced on March 18,2024 at via Live feed on Facebook


Why should we participate?
· Have fun!
· Great team building activity.
· United WE CAN isn’t just an event.  Rather, it will raise awareness about our needs in our community and how the community can help support and make a difference for our food-insecure population. 
· Broaden your competitive edge, improve your image, credibility and generate goodwill.
· Develop better relationships with potential and existing customers (you are welcome to invite customers, vendors, and your employees’ families).
· Leadership development opportunities for employees.

I want to participate in this year’s event but do not want to build a sculpture?  You can sponsor a team! All sponsors will have recognition.
· Fill out a sponsor form if interested here.

What are the most needed items for food pantries?
· Protein Bars
· Cans with easy open tabs
· Peanut butter
· Canned protein: meat & beans
· Noodles (in any variety) 
· Cereal
· Mixes (example: pancake, cake, banana bread mix, cornbread, protein drink powder, etc.

Food items needed in our Client Choice Food Pantry include:
· Shelf stable milk is great, whether liquid UHT or powdered - Milk is always in demand and fresh milk can be difficult to afford/keep for our clients.
· Canned meats are another good thing to have because fresh protein can be hard to afford for our clients.
· Boxed Meals and Canned Meals are always nice (the less ingredients needed to make the better).
· Pastas and Cereals are always in demand.
· “On-the-Go” snacks/meals are handy for those who don’t have a place to store or cook meals. For example; pop tarts, protein bars and drinks, granola bars, nuts, etc. 

Rules?
· Teams can build any kind of structure – it can be as simple as a logo or an elaborate design. 
· The sculpture must fit in a 10’ x 10’ space. Props may be used, but 50% of the sculpture must be comprised of canned food items or basic needs. 
· You must use a base of plywood under your sculpture to prevent any damage to the floor. 
· Collected items cannot be painted, taped or otherwise altered in a way that makes them unsuitable for donation. You may cover food items with paper if it’s taped to itself and removed by your team after the event. 
· Canned food items can be collected from a food drive or purchased with a corporate donation.

· Track and share the following:
· #of volunteers
· #of materials used, e.g. cinder blocks, plywood, tape, etc.
· #of items collected, e.g. 100 jars of peanut butter, 287 cans of tuna
· How did you obtain the items? Food drive, corporate donation, employee collection, and/or sponsor
· What was your inspiration for your sculpture?  

[bookmark: _GoBack]REGISTER: Teams interested must register at www.youcanvolunteer.org.  You can also choose to fill out a hard copy by clicking here.   

Awards: We know you are not doing this for glory, but it’ hard work!  We will celebrate the multitude of donated food for our community and recognize outstanding creations with a few awards…and bragging rights of course. 

· Community Choice Award- trophy plus bragging rights for the year.  (Community Members will cast their vote by placing food in the sculptures designated bin between March 4th – March 14th) The one with the most pounds of food donated is the winner. 
· Most Nutritious (local nutritionist will judge sculptures as the most nutritious, based on sodium and sugar counts, organic products, etc.)
UNITED WE CAN FOOD DRIVE AND SCULPTURE CONTEST

· Best Meal Award (Judges will select the best in show based on the best overall meal and most food collected.) 
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Do I need any other equipment or materials?
· Please provide a 10 x 10 piece of plywood to build your sculpture.
· Get a plan of what you are going to build, how to build it, what props, cans, etc. you are going to need. 
· [bookmark: _Int_DTQX2tfP]You can go to canstruction.org to get ideas. 
· Click here to see a guide from canstruction, or go to: https://stophunger.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Team-Captain-PowerPoint_CANstruction-NEW.pdf
· Please send your logo to Chrissy at volcoord@uwyellowstone.org


What is the average cost to build a sculpture?
· The average costs depend on what items you will be buying and how elaborate your design is. On average it can run from $1,000 to $8,000 to build one.


Where will the food be donated to?
· The food will be donated to local food pantries, Family Service, Wander Woman, Tumbleweed, and CARE Closet at First United Methodist


What are the expectations of a Team Captain?
· Recruit team members
· Sign-up yourself and your team members on YouCanVolunteer.org
· Ensure each teammate signs online waiver 
· Give direction on site to team members
· Check in team the day of build
· Fill out tracking form




DID YOU KNOW?
· The United We Can food sculpture competition is a unique experience designed to engage communities in tackling food insecurity.
· There are children who go to bed hungry every night. Our elderly community members must choose between food and prescriptions. Hunger is real and it impacts people right here in Yellowstone County. 
· This competition is a fun way to fill the shelves of our local pantries.  To register your team for the United We Can food sculpture contest, visit YouCanVolunteer.org.
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